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INTERNATIONAL  LILITAi Y  TRIEUI.AL  FOR  T;.E  FAR  EAST. 

NO.  1. 

TJX  TOUTED  STATES  OF  ALER1CA,  and  ors. 

-  AGAINST  - 

_____  ARAKI,  SADAO,  and  ors. 

I,  GEORGE  ERNEST  RAl.SAY  of  S’  dney  in  the  State  of  New  South  Wales, 

I  make  oath  and  soy  as  follows 

'  1.  I  was  NX34999,  Lt.  Colonel  George  Ernest  Rerrsey,  2/30 
'  Australian  Infantry  Fattalion  when  I  was  captured  by  the  Japanese 

•  at  Singapore  in  February,  1942. 

'2.  I  was  transferred  to  the  2/18  Eattalion  on  a  day  in  April,  1942 
|  I  left  there  with  A  Force  which  was  a  force  of  3000  under  Brigadier 
,  Varley,  V/e  were  to  move  overseas  to  an  unknown  destination.  I 
,  was  in  command  of  1  En.  of  A  Force.  It  consisted  of  about  850  all 
ranks.  V/e  embarked  on  the  CELEBES  LARU  with  1000  troops  which 
included  my  own  1  En  and  a  detachment  from  the  2/4  CCS.  The 

•  remaining  2000  embarked  on  the  TOYASHI  L-ARU  under  Brigadier  Varley. 

,  Before  leaving  we  were  told  thet  the  force  would  go  to  the  same 

!  destination  as  the  other  one  but  in  fact  1000  men  were  dropped  at 
'  Victoria  Point  on  the  extreme  tip  of  lower  Burma,  and  the  next  1000 
J  with  me  were  dropped  at  LERGUI. 

1  3.  The  remaining  1000  under  Erigadier  Varley  were  disemberked  at 
1  TAV0Y. 

I 

<  .  We  got  to  Tavoy  in  late  August  or  September,  1942.  Bi igadier 
!  Varley  was  still  there  with  portion  of  the  original  1000  but  he 
.  was  in  a  separate  camp  and  I  was  denied  official  access  to  him. 

5.  On  leaving  TAVOY  we  moved  to  TRANEUYZYAT  by  rail  and  also 

j  on  foot.  This  was  in  December,  1942.  Colonel  NAGATOI.O  had  his 
I  headquarters  at  TRANEUYZYAT  and  when  I  was  at  ThANBUYZYAT  Brig, 
i  Varley  had  established  his  ov/n  headquarters  there.  He  stayed  in 
'  TRANEUYZYAT  for  a  night  or  two  and  then  moved  to  26  Kilo  Camp. 
Hitherto  we  had  been  with  Jap  front  line  troops;  but  on  arrival 
at  26  Kilo  camp  we  had  our  first  experience  with  Koreans  as  guards* 
'.hey  were  pretty  bad, 

| 

6.  A  Jap  sergeant  named  FAKAT0  was  there;  a  Jap  engineer  offic  r 
also  was  there  and  they  were  insistent  on  a  certain  number  of  our 
men  oing  out  to  v/ork  each  day.  I  wrote  to  them  several  times 
and  made  verbal  protests  against  the  numbers  of  men  being  required 
and  setting  out  the  reasons  why  their  requests  wore  impossible  of 
fulfilment.  He  threatened  on  several  occasions,  and  did  on  several 
occasions  parade  the  whole  camp  and  selected  the  men  himself.  This 

•  was  the  Jap  officer.  We  were  sometimes,  however,  able  to  substitute 
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oneJ  f111X;-ed  out  ^  thc  «»£■•.•  -  Throughe-ec,  the  (iuoati-;,  of 

..ork  quotas  was  one  of  daily  dispute  and  trcuolc  • 

P~’np  vr"  to  7cr  yv-  '  c?rT5»  colled  IiEILOF , 

fhere  v.a.,  a  lot  o  1  iniiS'-r ort,?  I1' shin j  -.hero  thou-h  no  cerious 
?J™ichs  were  sustai^d ,  r,..  hc.Uh  of  the  r*£  tus  tSo?!  ^Ilen 

n^retSrn  S!tild2torir^  ^  °  C£r“r‘  j;;  fc‘ie  and  would 

,  c«pell  Wl^vc 

belnp  rlvcnhn1"?”1'2,  C°  f'!e  "Ed  •-•»  trae  of  the  men 

.  being  given  an  e^.-ra  hour  or  v.  r>  ox  rose,  The  ^uinv  season  there 

i5n*5t!3^r*ss.a  i^Viy  iTd: taoes  cnc’ thcy  haa  n°  °heng°  ’ 

5*  d?!  t0  lhe  icP« lienee  of  the  Jcps  who  could  not 
of  them  all  5f  theetif.e.  n0t  under!:tf'nd  l;hct  was  ^E  resulted 

(;.  Jcp  Commander  there  was  Lieut,  LOHil.  I  had  ry  own  force  - 
•‘er  soy  force  and  Hack  end  Green  forces# 

10.  Korean  guards  apparently  under  instructions  from  the  camp 
commander  often  forced  men  cut  to  work.  liOSLI  wouid  often  premise 
liat  they  would  not  be  sent  out  without  the  concurrence  of  our 
failed  to  pass  th-.je  in.u.wucticns  or  to  his  Korean 

c»J-j£jrGntlyj  enyvay,  So,  when  the  work  party 
..as  formed  in  the  morning,  nr.  would  no.  be  available,  and  the 
vcrcans  would  deny  that  they  had  received  in-*tj  uouions  from  their 
commander.  On  one  occasion  I  v/em  up  and  fouio  him  in  the  grounds 
lust  as  a  party  of  cur  men  Just  selected  were  being  sent  out,  I 
-ermded  him  ol  his  promise,  pointed  out  the  men  to  him,  and  he 
.’rocred  thcr  b«^.<  to  cump»  however,  he  seemed  to  take  great  care 
subsequently  that  he  was  never  a Pout  the  place  when  other  parties 
./ere  going  out.  In  this  camp  we  had  about  10  deaths. 

11  ’  ,£'?-,inove<?  t0  105  Kilo  camp,  called  AUKGAI1AUWG ,  in  April  or 
ey  1943,  and  remained  chore  for  seven  months.  It  was  there  we 
o -truck  i.ropical  ulcers  pretty  badly,  a  lot  of  the  men  getting  then  . 
ihcre  was  a  hospital  back  at  59  M.:o  called  the  Death  Camp.  Some 
were  sent  back  there  for  amputation.  There  were  over  100 
Vr;t  'A.::;l lon  cascs  £nc'  sorce  <-iod  after  the  operati.  i.0  The  II. Os.  at 
.  mio  ermn  v.’crc  Captains  Cummins,  biggin,  Aucior  son  and  White:  th 

‘eV-V2ii  A‘*.  liC:„  0ur  CC!i’P  in  Sir  eng  Ch  varied  between  the  2000 
:no  usoo  mar-:-  Of  my  original  force  of  1000  men  I  lest  123:  I 
put  my  deaths  dc^n  at  1-;1,  There  were  15  3  deaths  at  the  105  Kilo 
c.^Lt  ..vom  tre  .rixed  force  in  t/v  seven  months 4  There  were  instance 
of  ?.cn  fcoir.F  .rriucnod  a  rout  oy  the  j :  o  i  and  the  Koreans  with  bamooos 

?;nfr  r“Lrii;  ?0CC*‘!:1r*UaS  medical  treatment,  Koreans  were 
4,r._  cicjlorly  brumal,  if  they  wanted  to  punish  a  man  they  would 
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'strike  him  anywhere  at  all,  end  on  holf  heeled  ulcers.  They 
‘have  kicked  men  on  the  shins  end  the  shins  had  ulcers  on  them.  I 
.saw  Japs  screw  a  stick  into  a  men's  navel.  Lt.  HOShl  was  cormander 
I  there . 

I 

|l2.  Ulcers  extended  from  knee  to  ankle,  exposing  the  shinbone 
)  f or  8  or  9  inches.  They  went  black.  I  have  seen  ulcers  cover 
o  whole  foot.  The  question  of  iodiform  was  a  pressing  one 
j  throughout  and  once  one  of  my  men  said  he  had  been  offered  a  small 
Jar  of  iodiform  by  a  Jap  in  exchange  for  his  wetch.  he  had 
been  pestered  several  times  to  exchange  his  watch  but  as  it  was 
a  present  from  his  mccher  he  did  not  want  to  let  it  go,  however, 
in  order  to  relieve  his  friend's  suffering  from  ulcers  he  finally 
let  it  go  for  the  beetle  cf  iodiform  f:om  the  Jap.  I  told  the 
Jap  Commander  that  the  bottle  could  only  have  been  obtained  by 
illegal  means  by  his  men.  The  exchange  was  made  in  the  presence 
of  the  Jap  Comr .endcr.  The  iodiform  was  in  a  bottle  about  Tg 
Inches  by  3  inches.  Our  Ii.0.  said  there  was  enough  in  it  to  last 
several  weeks.  There  was  no  label  on  it. 

13*  At  the  105  camp  there  was  e  let  of  dysentery  and  some  malaria. 
We  had  3  to  4  cholera  deaths  there.  There  were  no  medical  supplies; 
we  tried  to  ,;et  emetine  from  as  far  back  as  IU.GUI  but  never  could. 

14.  In  December,  1943>  after  completion  of  the  railway,  we  moved 
to  TAJ.AhKAH . 

1  15.  There  was  a  statement  that  the  railway  had  to  be  put  down  at 
'  all  costs  -  responsibility  for  that  was  with  Col.  liAGATOLO,  who 
1  was  i/c  of  No.  3  Branch,  which  took  in  our  A  Force,  end  Co. 

|  Williams'  force  which  had  come  from  Java. 

1 16.  Later  Col.  LAKA1.ULA,  who  took  Col.  iW.GATOI.0S  place,  spoke 
'in  similar  terms,  he  said  we  were  only  a  rabble  army  and  that 
| we  were  dependent  on  the  Jap  Imperial  Army  for  our  safety. 

•NAGATOUO  had  once  reed  out  sore  such  statement  in  Japanese  and 
jthen  his  interpreter  read  it  cut  in  English.  There  are  copies 
•of  this;  copies  woie  left  with  us. 

■17,  NAGATOi'.O  came  out  to  tlu  camp  on  one  or  two  occasions,  but 
did  not  go  right  through.  A «  no  time  did  he  interview  me  in  the 
latter  stages,  or  ask  if  I  had  any  complaints  generally.  Neither 
l  of  these  two  Jap  Commanders  ensured  that  their  instructions, 
j whatever  they  were  after  I  had  hod  early  interviews  with  them,  wore 
j carried  out.  Perhaps  they  all  of  the  time  had  no  intention  of 
jgiving  these  instructions.  There  always  seemed  to  be  a  general 
'desire  on  the  part  of  Japanese  Commanders  to  evado  responsibility. 
jllosHi  would  send  his  batman  out?  if  we  celled,  to  say  Loski  was 
indisposed  and  could  not  be  disturbed.  Once  we  arrived  too 
(quickly  for  him;  we  got  onto  the  verandah  of  his  cottage  and 
through  the  window  saw  him  Just  getting  into  bed,  clothed,  with 
his  boots  on.  He  came  out  subsequently  and  saw  us.  But  that  was 
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i.IS  dodge. 

.8.  On  1  January,  1944,  we  reached  Ti.IJu.KAN,  It  was  alleged 
t  to  be  e  rest  camp,  Foot'  for  the  first  few  months  was  a  considerable 
improvement  on  anything  we  had  had.  There  were  not  many  troops 
there  when  we  arrived,  but  troops  came  all  of  the  time  out  of  the 
.  Jungle  from  the  Jungle  carps  end  by  Iiay  there  must  have  been  about 
j  5000  troops  there. 

1  19.  There  were  constant  irritation  tactics  end  minor  bashings. 

1  These  were  daily  occurrences.  At  one  time  the  ccmp  commander  was 
IATSUSAKI.  No  indication  was  ever  given  to  me  by  the  Japs  of  any 
change  in  their  corr.and  there. 

20.  In  August,  I944,  the  Jrps  rc-oiganiscd  their  groups.  Colonel 
Anderson,  who  had  taken  Trig.  Verity's  place,  took  ever  commend 
•  from  me. 

21.  There  were  rore  deaths  at  Terarkan.  In  the  "black  month"  we 
lost  about  2  c  day;  wo  took  deed  bodies  straight  from  the  trucks. 
Dysentery  and  fov  r  and  malnutrition  caused  most  of  the  deaths. 

We  had  no  quinine  or  atetrin.  There  was  a  Jap  LI.O.  at  NAGATOHO's 
I  headquarters  who  occasionally  visited  the  camp,  and  onc^'  more  in 
;  their  usual  style  they  agreed  that  the  men  wore  v- ry  sick;  but 
•  I  was  told  by  the  commander  later  that  the  men  were  fit  to  work 
because  his  Ii.O,  had  so  reported.  The  name  of  the  Jap  1.0.  was 
*  KIGUChl.  The  Ii.O.  at  Tararkhr.n  was  N0E0SAWA .  I  believe  neither 
of  them  had  any  medical  background.  IIIGUCiil  was  n  dentist  and 
NOEOSAY/A  0  vet.  Our  senior  II.O.  was  Col.  Hamilton.  For  most  of 
the  time,  before  Col.  Hamilton,  Major  Hobbs  was  our  II.O.  at 
TAI IAEKAN . 

1 

1  22.  V/e  remained  at  TAHAEKAN  until  February,  1945,  when  they 
J  separated  officers  from  Ors. 

!  23.  V/e  were  moved  to  KANBUi.I;  a  party  of  3j000,  including 
Australian,  E  itish,  American  and  Dutch.  All  officers.  They  moved 
;  the  officers  on  a  6-day  trip  by  r  ver  end  on  foot  to  a  new  camp, 

1  and  parties  went  in  batches  of  500.  Five  parties  already  had  left  a* 
intervals  of  5  days  each.  I  reached  BANGKOK  on  the  nig  ht  we  were 
•  notified  that  the  war  was  over.  The  camp  site  was  on  the  other 

l  side  of  EANGKOK, 

1 

24.  Lieut  NITO ,  Chief  of  Staff  of  NAGOTOMO,  once  visited  our  camp, 

1  normally  ho  had  been  drinking-  before  his  arrival.  Ho  told  Major 
'  Green,  Col.  Elcck  and  me  that  he  could  promise  us  an  honourable 
■  death,  and  that  if  things  went  bad  he  would  shoot  us  himself.  / 

f  -  /s/  G.  E.  Her  say. 

TAKEN  AND  SY/Oi.N  AT  SYDNEY  ON  THE  TENTH  DAY  OF  SEYTEI-EEh, 

1946.  EEFOEL  ME  /s/  h.  L.  Dessey,  J  ,F  • 
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